
Word and Wonder - A Time for Children 
 

Scripture Lesson Joshua 2 (selected verses) 
 Ruth (selected verses) 
 

Sermon Undercover Rev. Christie Ashton 

 

Hymn 511 Come, Behold! the Feast of Heaven Llanfair 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Susan Terry 
Rahab, a woman, was with child and bore a son.  We give thanks that 
Rahab, heroine of Jericho, kept Israel safe. 
Ruth, a woman, was with child and bore a son.  Once a childless widow, 
she became a foremother of Jesus. 
Rahab’s faith and knowledge and Ruth’s resourcefulness created  
opportunities for them to make choices about their future and the courage 
to pursue them. 

In these days, we long for a new day — a day when the Earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord. We look forward to the day 
when we who wait for the Lord shall be renewed in strength. We 
shall run and not be weary. We shall walk and not faint. 

Hear then, O house of David!  The Lord will give you a sign.  A young 
woman shall bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel, which means 
“God is with us.” 

 

Sung Response While We are Waiting, Come  (verse 1) Hymn 92 
 While we are waiting, come. While we are waiting, come. 
 Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come. 
 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Invitation 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God is with us. 
We are not alone. 

Christ is present here; 
The Spirit moves within us. 

Let us give thanks to God, 
In memory and hope. 

As now, as beloved children of a loving Parent, we pray …  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Bread and the Cup                                    
Prayer of Dedication 

 

Hymn 79 Light Dawns on a Weary World Temple of Peace 
 
 Continued on next page 
 
 
 
 

Order of Worship  
Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Gathering Music Hymn Melody arr. Adam O’Boyle 
 

Welcome  
 

Prelude Veni Emmanuel French Melody 
 

Call to Worship (Responsive)   
Deeply planted in the mystery of life is a breath, whispering hope in the 
silence. 

Peace awakens in us as love makes a way.  Let us worship 
God! 

 

Hymn 362 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers Llangloffan 
 

Litany for Advent 
God our Maker, we confess that we are not ready to meet you. 

Prince of Peace, come. 
You seek justice and righteousness, but we pursue selfish agendas. 

Prince of Peace, come. 
You promise us salvation, but we trust in our own strength. 

Prince of Peace, come. 
Forgive us, God of grace.  Smooth the mountains of our pride, and lift 
the valleys of our doubt, that we might find our way to you again. 

Prince of Peace, come. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and the Prince of Peace, we pray:  
Come. 

 

Sung Response Blest Be the God (verse 1) Hymn 109 
 Blest be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free; 
 Who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty. 
 The Prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 
 God shall fulfill that promise and bring the people peace. 
 

Affirmation of Grace  Benedictus Luke 1:68-79 (adapted) 
Blessed be the Lord God, for he has looked favorably on his 

people and redeemed us.  He has raised up a mighty savior for us, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets.  Thus he has 
shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remem-
bered his holy covenant, that we might serve him without fear, in  
holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

And so we will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their 
sins.  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
Amen. 

 
  
  



 

Charge and Benediction  
 

Postlude Bereden Vag For Herran Then Swenska Psalmboken 

 
 
 
Worship Leader This Sunday: Bill Ashton 
Worship Leader for December 11: Candy Lord 
 
 
 
Licensing: 

Hymn Melody 
Arrangement Adam O’Boyle, © 2022. Used by permission. All rights  
reserved. 

Come, Behold! the Feast of Heaven 
TEXT: John F. Underwood, © 1993 John F. Underwood. MUSIC: 
Robert Williams, harm. David Evans, ©1927 Oxford University Press. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736250-A. 

Show Us, O Lord, Your Steadfast Love 
TEXT: Christopher L. Webber, © 2008 Christopher L. Webber. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736250-A. 

Blest Be the God of Israel 
TEXT: Michael Perry, © 1973 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope  
Publishing Company). MUSIC: Hal. H. Hopson, © 1983 Hope  
Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE  
LICENSE #736250-A. 

While We Are Waiting, Come 
TEXT: Claire Cloninger. MUSIC: Don Cason. TEXT and MUSIC: 
©1986 World Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE  #736250-A. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Elder on Call for December is Debbie Adsit. She may be  
contacted at any time for information, in case of emergency, or with 
any concerns at 256-479-7857. 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOPE 
 
Backpack Blessing Packing Party: Today after worship we will be 
packing bags for our friends at Weatherly Elementary School. These 
bags help feed those who are on free or reduced lunches over the 
weekend when they might not otherwise have a meal.  
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study:  We will continue our Wednesday 
Night Bible Study this Wednesday at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  This week we 
will be covering homosexuality. There is no homework so feel free to 
join us any time and invite friends and/or family. The link to the Zoom 
meeting will be sent out via email before each Wednesday. Please 
plan to join us as we explore God’s Word and our world together.  This 
will be our last meeting until after the holidays. 
 
Advent Sermon Series:  The season of Advent is a time where we 
prepare ourselves spiritually for the birth of Christ.  This year Advent 
begins on Sunday, November 27.  Pastor Christie will be preaching a 
sermon series on the four women named in the genealogy of Jesus 
found in the first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel—Tamar, Rahab, Ruth 
and Bathsheba.  Join us as we explore how the lives of these women 
both reflect and foreshadow Christ’s life and ministry and how we can 
follow their example in preparing for the birth of Christ. 
 
All God’s Creatures:  Our Playschool ministry is collecting supplies 
for Rocket City Animal Rescue and we will be joining them in this  
endeavor.  Needed supplies are fleece blankets, toys for dogs and 
cats, collars and leashes, water and food bowls, and gift cards to 
PetSmart or Walmart to purchase food, litter, etc.  Used items are fine 
as long as they are in good condition.  Donations can be placed at the 
rear of the sanctuary by the cross.  Gift cards should be place in the 
offering plate.  We will be collecting items through Sunday, December 
11.  We are grateful for the opportunity to support our Playschool  
ministry as they serve our community.  
 
Stewardship Update:  Thank you to everyone who has responded 
with a financial commitment toward our ministry next year.  If you have 
decided to give a planned amount and have not yet returned your 
card, please do so before the end of the year. You can place it in the 
offering plate on Sunday morning or send it to the church office. If you 
have misplaced yours or did not receive one, they are available on the 
credenza inside the main entrance.  Your gifts matter and we are 
grateful to God and you for your generosity in supporting our  
ministries.   


